May 12, 2009
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison

United States Senate

Washington, DC 

Dear Senator Hutchison:

The Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act of 2009, S. 332, declares lung cancer a national public health priority, authorizes the Secretaries of Health and Human Services, Defense and Veterans Affairs to combine their key assets to develop a comprehensive and coordinated research program with a goal of cutting lung cancer’s mortality in half by 2015.  Most people do not know that lung cancer takes more lives than all the other cancers combined.  Yet lung cancer receives only a small fraction of research funding.   
Lung cancer patients are stigmatized whether they smoked or not and no one seems to care that over 60% of new patients are former smokers or people who never smoked.  One in five women being diagnosed now with lung cancer have never smoked.  
My family knows firsthand the toll lung cancer takes, and I believe lung cancer should receive the attention and funding it so desperately needs.  My mother represents most lung cancer patients in that by the time they are diagnosed it is too late.  She like so many others died within 6 months.  The overall survival rate for lung cancer is still 15% it has not changed since 1971 and that is unacceptable.   
Over 160,000 Americans will die from lung cancer this year alone.  Texas lung cancer statistics show that one out of every three cancer deaths in Texas will be lung cancer.  We need your support.  Please help us change this.
The Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act of 2009 needs to be enacted into law and a comprehensive lung cancer research strategy program needs to be started as soon as possible.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Stephanie Kruger

President, Rexanna’s Foundation for Fighting Lung Cancer

972-849-8699

